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comprised about 7,000 acres. A very small area (400 acres) is under
sesamum, and a still smaller area under maize All kinds of vege-
tables are extensively grown ; and, in particular, the Lisaw colony near
Bernardmyo cultivates potatoes, which do very well on the higher
lands.

Experiments have lately been made in coffee-growing on the Mogok
hills, The soil is said to be suitable, but the industry is impossible at
present owing to the high rates that have to be paid for labour. The
jungles in the valleys are being gradually cleared, and cultivation is
slowly extending over the face of the country; but the husbandmen
are lamentably conservative and no improvements in the quality of
seed can be recorded. Experiments were made at one time with
Havana tobacco, but they ended in complete failure owing to the
inclement weather. A similar venture was recently started with Virginia
tobacco seed. No advances have been made under the Land Improve-
ment Loans Act, but advantage is taken of the Agriculturists' Loans
Act, a sum of more than Rs, 20,000 having been advanced under it
during the four years ending 1903-4, The loans are utilized chiefly
for the purchase of buffaloes for ploughing.

Little attention is paid to the breeding of live-stock, and nature is
allowed free play. The ponies are as a rule under-sized, good beasts
being hard to get. A little attention paid to breeding would be of
great advantage and help to rescue this useful type of animal from
further deterioration, if not from total extinction. There are no recog-
nized grazing grounds, except those reserved by the Forest department,
but uncultivated land and jungle are abundant.

The District contains no Government irrigation works, but nearly
2,300 acres of land are irrigated. The fisheries are confined to the
Thabeikkyin subdivision. The number of recognized fishing areas is
16, and these are divided between the Tagaung and Thabeikkyin
townships, n belonging to the former and 5 to the latter. The
most important is the Ywahmwe fishery, which brought in Rs. 4,500 in
1903-4, The total revenue from this source is about Rs, 20,000.

The forests are greatly affected and modified by the physical
geography, which must be briefly described to explain the character
of its vegetation. The dry tract of Burma extends
from Shwebo into the Ruby Mines District in a band
of about 10 to 12 miles broad from Thabeikkyin and Tagaung. This
arid stretch is bounded by laterite hills, which in their turn give place
to the high range of the Irrawaddy-Shweli watershed, with a large spur
running eastwards to Mogok, and boasting of peaks of 6,000 feet and
higher. On the eastern side of this watershed the ground slopes gently
to an elevated plateau of laterite drained by sandy streams, which
usually disappear into plains of grass as the Shweli is approached. On
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